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there was the south with its centre at Canton, under the origi-
nal Kuo-Min-Tang. Next, the north, ruled by various war-
lords, and increasingly threatened by the Japanese, about whose
invasions we shall tell in a moment. Between these, with
its capital at Nanking, was Chiang-Kai-Shek's government,
ruling most of the Yangtze valley. And lastly, scattered in
various parts of China, but more in the hilly parts between
the Yangtze valley and the south, were a number of regions
ruled by Chinese communists.

Then, in 1935, something happened which made these
warring groups unite, just as the Maratha states united to
oppose Aurangzeb, or the American states to fight Great
Britain. Japan began to invade north China!

Japan had already started this invasion as far back as
1910 when she seized Korea, which was then a dependency
of China. Again in 1931 she had taken Manchuria, also
nominally Chinese territory. But in 1935 she began to
push into China proper, not far north of Peking. Chiang-
Kai-Shek was so busy fighting against the communists that
he actually took no notice of the invasion for more than a
year. But in 1936 an extraordinary thing happened,
Chiang-Kai-Shek was kidnapped by communists! This was
done with the help of one of his own officers who believed
that it was the only way to make his commander listen to
what the communists wanted to propose. What they did
propose was that in the face of the invader all Chinese should
forget their quarrels and unite. They offered themselves
to serve under Chiang-Kai-Shek as 'Generalissimo* (i.e.
supreme general) if he would consent to lead them, not
against their own countrymen, but against the Japanese.
Chiang agreed. He was sent back with honour to his own
capital in an aeroplane, and united China began to resist
the Japanese invasion at last.

But unity had come too late to save a large part of China
from the Japanese. The Chinese were poor, and very
poorly armed. The Japanese had already landed huge armks
of well-equipped soldiers and hundreds of aeroplanes. One
after another the Chinese cities were captured by the Japanese;